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COMMUNITIES

Town Twinning

The European Commission provides grants to support exchanges and events organised by twinned towns. Projects should foster mutual understanding and friendship between people in twinned towns and should contribute to an increased understanding of European integration. The next deadline for the submission of projects is 1 September 2007, for projects that will take place between January and March 2008. Further details are available on: 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/citizenship/action1/towntwinning/index_en.htm
EU Funding for Crime Prevention Projects

The European Commission has announced that it will cover up to 70% of the costs of innovative projects designed to reduce crime. These projects, which do not necessarily require partners from another country but should have a transnational dimension, should fall into one of four categories (i) crime prevention, (ii) law enforcement, (iii) witness protection, and (iv) victim support. Projects can focus upon exchange of information and best practice, training, development of new methods and monitoring and evaluation activities. 

Local authorities, NGOs, public-private partnerships and police authorities are all eligible to apply for funding. The minimum size of grant is £32,000; there is no maximum grant ceiling. Project applications should be submitted to the European Commission by 16 July.

Further details are available on :

http://www.ec.europa.eu/justice_home/funding/isec/doc/ag_call_2007_en.pdf
EMPLOYMENT & SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Funding for Employment and Social Solidarity

The European Commission can provide funding for projects that generate employment, improve working conditions, promote gender equality and non-discrimination and combat social exclusion. Under the new PROGRESS programme, the EU will cover up to 80% of project costs. Further details of PROGRESS can be found here :

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/progress/index_en.htm
European Social Fund

A new website has been launched to promote the European Social Fund, which helps citizens improve their skills and their job prospects. The website sets out the key areas of activity covered by ESF, and explains how to apply for funding. The website can be found on: www.ec.europa.esf
ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY

Funding for Environmental Projects

The EU’s LIFE+ programme is the new funding programme for environmental and nature conservation projects. The first call for projects under the LIFE+ programme should be published on 15th September 2007. Projects should be submitted to national authorities by 3à November. Members States then have to submit all the proposals with their comments to the European Commission before 1st January 2008. It is expected that the projects will not start until 2009. Further details of the programme are available on:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/index.htm
New Floods Legislation

The EU has agreed on new legislation aimed at preventing and limiting floods and minimising their damaging effects. The new legislation will require the UK government to identify the river basins and coastal areas that are subject to flood risk. They will have to draw up a preliminary flood risk assessment of these areas by 2011, followed by flood hazard maps and flood risk maps by 2013. By 2015, flood management plans must be drawn up for these zones, setting out measures to reduce the probability of flooding and its potential consequences. They will address all phases of the flood risk management cycle including: prevention (preventing damage caused by floods by avoiding construction of houses and industries in flood-prone areas or by adapting future developments to the risk of flooding), protection (by taking measures to reduce the likelihood of floods and the impact of floods in a specific location such as restoring flood plains and wetlands) and preparedness (providing instructions to the public on what to do in the event of flooding). The proposal can be found on:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/flood_risk/index.htm
Funding for Intelligent Energy Projects

The European Commission plans to provide funds for projects that promote energy efficiency and the development and use of renewable energies. A first call for proposals under the so-called ‘Intelligent Energy Europe II’ programme has been published, with a deadline for the submission of project proposals of 28 September 2007. The EU can fund up to 75% of the project costs. For more information please click here.

Energy Competition for Young People

The European Commission has launched a competition for children and young people to illustrate their views on energy and climate change through artwork and photography. Children between 6 and 11 are asked to design a local energy mascot cartoon character, while 11-16 year olds are asked to send in photographs on the theme of climate change. The closing date for entries is 30th July. Further details are available here:

http://managenergy.net/competition/competition_en.html
IMMIGRATION
Launch of the European Centre for Migration Policies
A new European Centre for Migration Policies has been established, which is designed to act as a bridge between Europe's local and regional authorities and the European Commission. The Centre will address all issues connected to migration, including the integration of migrants, socio-economic aspects, financial aspects, as well as relations with the countries of origin. Further details are available here:   

http://www.interregc2c.net/Overview.html
Funding for Projects on the Integration of Refugees  

It is expected that the European Commission will announce a call for proposals in July 2007 under the European Refugee Fund. Funds will be available for projects that promote best practice in the resettlement of refugees in EU Member States, which integrate and empower refugees or which encourage the dissemination of information and change in attitudes regarding the situation of asylum seekers and refugees. The deadline for the submission of projects is likely to be the end of September. Further details are available from:

http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/funding/refugee/funding_refugee_en.htm
REGIONAL POLICY

The Urban Dimension

The European Commission has produced a guide on how EU policies and funds can be used to support the development of cities. The guide can be found on the following site: http://www.ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/guides/urban/index_en.htm#down
Structural Funds, 2007-2013

The South East of England will benefit from approximately £6 million of EU regional policy aid over the next 6 years. The Government Office for the South East and the South East England Development Agency have worked with partners in the region to draw up the new South East of England Competitiveness Operational Programme, which sets out the framework for allocating a large proportion of this money. Further details are available from: http://www.gos.gov.uk/gose/euroFunding/strucFunds/
Open Days

Each year, the European Commission and the Committee of the Regions organise a week-long event targeted at local and regional authorities, to explain to them how EU policies affect their work. Open Days 2007 will take place in Brussels on 8-11 October. About 3,000 local officers and politicians are expected to participate in the event, which this year will focus upon economic development, public-private partnerships, networking and attracting investors. Further details are available on:

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2007/index.cfm?nmenu=1
TRANSPORT

Public Transport

The EU is in the process of developing new rules on the award of public transport contracts. The legislation will set out new regulations on contracts between operators and authorities, compensation of operators for fulfilling public service requirements, the management of competition and transparency. Contracts with an annual value of more than €1 million (approx £670,000) will be required to be opened up to public tender. For smaller-scale contracts, local authorities will retain the right to decide whether to launch a public tender or to award directly. The legislation will enter into force in 2009, and must be fully implemented by 2019. Further details are available on:

http://www.euractiv.com/en/transport/meps-back-new-rules-public-transport-tenders/article-163707
Consultation on Maritime Policy

The European Commission has just concluded a consultation on its proposed new maritime policy. The aim of the new policy proposal is to take an integrated approach to all issues related to the sea, including shipping and ports, quality of life in coastal regions, maritime economies and tourism. Details of the policy and the consultation are available on: http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy_en.html
Road Safety

The European Commission has published a handbook of best practices in the area of road safety from throughout the European Union. It examines issues such as education and campaigns, safety of cyclists and of school children, as well as drink driving. A copy of the handbook is available on:

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/roadsafety/publications/projectfiles/supreme_en.htm
YOUTH & EDUCATION

E-twinning for Schools

The EU’s eTwinning initiative promotes the creation of international 'virtual' school partnerships over the internet, and is available free of charge for schools across the continent. The aim of the initiative is to encourage greater use of IT in communication between schools and to promote intercultural dialogue. The initiative does not provide funds, but allows access to a web portal which connects schools interested in setting up twinning arrangements. More than 8.000 schools already participate. Further information is available on: www.etwinning.net 

EU Minichefs Initiative
The EU has launched a website for children, aimed at encouraging healthy eating and combating obesity. On the European Day for Healthy Cooking and Eating, 8 November 2007, chefs from across the EU will go to schools to demonstrate to children how to cook and eat healthily. Further details are available on: http://eu.mini-chefs.eu
AER Youth Summer School on Sustainable Development

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is organising a week-long Youth Summer School for young people from across Europe interested in developing projects on sustainable development. The event will be held in Exeter from 26-30 August. Participants should be between 18 and 24 years old and should be nominated and sponsored by their local authority. Further details are available on:

http://www.a-e-r.org/en/events/youth-summer-school/2000-2009/yss2007.html
European Film Competition

The German EU Presidency has launched a competition for young people to prepare 1-minute films on the topic of European identity, explaining what it means to them to be European. The closing date for entries is 1 August 2007.  Further details are available on: 

http://prix-europa.de/publish/n_article.html?lang=GB&id=2256
LIB DEM EUROPEAN NEWS

Timetable for European Parliament List Selection

The deadline for the application process for prospective Liberal Democrat European Parliamentary candidates for the 2009 elections has now passed. The South East region will finalise its shortlist of candidates by 18 August. Selected candidates will then have the whole of September to campaign, with hustings taking place in October, and ballot papers being returned by 6 November. The final result will be declared on 10 November. 

Currently the UK has 78 MEPs but, in the framework of EU enlargement, only 72 MEPs will be elected in 2009. The UK’s Electoral Commission will make recommendations to the Secretary of State to decide which regions will lose MEPs. It is expected that the South East will be unaffected by this change, and will continue to elect 10 MEPS.

Lib Dem Europe Consultation Paper

The Lib Dem Europe working party has been tasked by the Federal Policy Committee to draft a new Liberal Democrat policy framework on Europe. A consultation paper has already been produced, and a consultation session will be held at Conference on Sunday 16th September from 10.00-12.00. A copy of the consultation paper can be accessed here: 

http://consult.libdems.org.uk/europe/
LDEG at Conference

The Liberal Democrat Europe Group will also be organising a number of session at Conference, including an event on the Future of Europe with MEPS Andrew Duff and Graham Watson, a session on Europe and climate change with Fiona Hall MEP, and a session on a European FBI with Bill Newton-Dunn MEP. Further details are available on: 

http://www.ldeg.libdems.org.uk/news/000065.html
News from Sharon Bowles MEP

In June the European Parliament adopted its report into the demise of Equitable Life, which concluded that past UK Governments, Labour and Conservative, should carry some of the blame for the fiasco. Sharon has actively followed the Equitable Life saga over many years because of her long association with its HQ town of Aylesbury. As a member of the temporary committee of enquiry, which analysed the UK's implementation of EU law, Sharon exposed the need for a fully liable chain of responsibility.

The petition to stop Eurostar axing the Brussels service from Ashford International has received overwhelming support. 15,000 signatures have been collected, ¼ of which have been rallied by Lib Dems in the South East. Sharon will be taking these signatures to No. 10 Downing Street on Friday 6th July.
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