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EMPLOYMENT & SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Launch of New European Social Fund

The new European Social Fund (ESF) programme for England for the period 2007-2013 will be launched officially at the Queen Elizabeth II conference centre in London on 29th October. The ESF programme will invest £2 billion in jobs and skills in England and will fund a wide range of activities including job search advice and support, confidence building, and vocational training. The first application process will begin in the late autumn, with the first projects due to begin in early 2008. Further information is available on:

http://www.esf.gov.uk/01_News/00_Latest_-_Headlines/Review.asp
Competition to Win a Job Abroad

EURES, the European job mobility service, is running a competition that will give 50 Europeans the opportunity to work in another European country for a period of at least four months. Anyone who is over 18 and has not previously worked, studied or done an internship abroad can apply. Applications must be submitted between 24 September and 15 October, and should include a description of why the applicant would like to work abroad and what they would hope to gain from the experience. The winners’ experiences of job hunting and working will be recorded using blogs and webcams. Further information and an application form are available on:

http://europa.eu.int/eures/main.jsp?acro=job&lang=en&catId=9388&parentCategory=9388
ENTERPRISE

New ‘Red Tape’ Website

The European Commission has launched a website that will allow entrepreneurs and other stakeholders to provide the EU executive with tips on improving European legislation and reducing the bureaucratic red tape faced by businesses. This is part of a series of measures intended to reduce the administrative burden placed on businesses by 25% by 2012. Further information is available on: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/admin-burdens-reduction
New Toy Safety Legislation

In the wake of the problems relating to Chinese-made toys over the summer, MEPs have demanded a new EU toy-safety label and improved market surveillance, with sanctions for producers and importers that break the rules. The Commission has responded by saying that it will propose a Directive before Christmas.  At present, toy manufacturers conduct their own safety tests, but MEPs want toys to be checked and certified by independent inspectors.  MEPs are also calling for the place of production to be clearly featured on all toys. Further details are available on: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/063-10176-255-09-37-911-20070906STO10167-2007-12-09-2007/default_en.htm
ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY

Climate Change Consultation Workshop, London

As part of the consultation process on the EU’s Green Paper on Adapting to Climate Change (which was published in June), the European Commission is organising a workshop for interested stakeholders in London on 29-30 October. The workshop will allow participants to explore the Green Paper and debate broader climate change issues. Breakout sessions will cover topics such as flooding, urban planning and water resources. Participation, including lunches and a dinner, is free of charge and open to all who are concerned by climate change: stakeholders, citizens, authorities, NGO's, the private sector and civil society in the widest possible sense. For further information and to register, please see: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/workshops/index_en.htm
A web-based public consultation on the Green Paper is open from 31 July to 30 November 2007. Further information on this is available on:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/consultation.htm
New Flood Risk Directive Adopted

EU Member States have reached agreement on a new European floods policy. The aim of the Directive is to reduce and manage the risks that floods pose to human health, the environment, cultural heritage and economic activity. The Directive requires Member States to identify the river basins and associated coastal areas at risk of flooding, and to draw up flood risk maps and flood risk management plans. All assessments, maps and plans prepared must be made available to the public. The Directive applies to inland waters as well as all coastal waters across the whole territory of the EU. Further information is available on:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/flood_risk/index.htm
Meanwhile, in a report on natural disasters adopted on 4th September, the European Parliament has stressed the need to put an emphasis on flood disasters through more financial aid and sharing best practice. A copy of the Parliament’s Resolution can be found on: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2007-0362&language=EN
Support for Activities on Renewable Energy

The European Commission is able to provide support to local and regional authorities and other local partners in their efforts to improve energy efficiency and increase renewable energies. The ‘Managenergy’ project provides advice, training, workshops and online ‘events’, as well as information on best practices and EU legislation. The 7th ManagEnergy Annual Conference will take place during the EU Sustainable Energy Week from Monday 28 January to Friday 1 February, 2008, and will include education and local energy action workshops. Further information is available on: http://www.managenergy.net/
WWF Handbook on EU Funding for Environmental Projects

The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has published a useful guide to EU funding sources for environmental projects. The guide covers the funding period 2007-2013 and deals with topics ranging from nature conservation to reduction of carbon dioxide emissions and sustainable transport. The guide can be found on:

http://assets.panda.org/downloads/eufundingforenvironmentweb.pdf
PUBLIC HEALTH

EU Animal Health Strategy

In response to recent outbreaks of diseases such as Foot and Mouth and Bluetongue, the EU has decided to provide €400 million per year to improve animal health throughout the EU, from now until 2013. The strategy focuses on safeguarding public health (through food safety), safeguarding animal health, promoting economic development in animal-related sectors and promoting sustainable farming and animal welfare practices. The strategy will cover all animals in the EU and also address animal welfare issues. Taking a preventive approach, it advocates a mix of precautionary measures, disease surveillance, regular checks and scientific research. Further details can be found on:

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/animal_health_strategy_en.pdf
REGIONAL POLICY

New Interregional Co-operation Programme

The European Commission has recently launched a new programme that will fund projects jointly developed by local and regional authorities in different EU Member States. The programme, commonly known as Interreg IVC, supports exchange of experience in the areas of innovation, research and development, environment and risk prevention and aims to improve the effectiveness of regional policies throughout Europe. Projects must be submitted to the European Commission by mid-January 2008. Further information is available on: www.interreg3C.net
Funding for Transnational Co-operation Projects

Whilst Interreg IVC supports co-operation projects between local and regional authorities anywhere in the EU, the Interreg IVB programme supports projects between partners in what is described as North West Europe. This encompasses the UK, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Ireland, Luxembourg, Belgium, and Switzerland. Interreg IVB supports co-operation projects that improve territorial development and cohesion in these countries. Projects should address four priority areas: (i) Developing the knowledge-based economy by improving the capacity for innovation; (ii) sustainable management of natural resources and of natural areas and technological risks; (iii) Improving connectivity by promoting intelligent and sustainable transport and ICT solutions; (iv) Promoting strong and prosperous communities. The European Commission will provide up to 50% funding for successful projects. The next deadline for the submission of proposals is 15 October. For further information please see: http://www.nweurope.org/
UK Agrees Regional Policy Priorities for 2007-2013 with European Commission 

The UK has reached agreement with the European Commission on its national plan and priorities for regional policy for 2007-2013. In the so-called National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF), the UK authorities describe how they plan to invest €9.9 billion over the next seven years. The regional policy priorities are delivered through 22 operational programmes, one of which covers the South East region. All programmes focus on the priorities of enterprise and innovation, skills and employment, and environmental and community sustainability. Negotiations on the 22 UK programmes are well advanced and approval can be expected over the coming months. For more on programmes and objectives, go to: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/object/index_en.htm
Maritime Policy

The European Commission is expected to propose new ‘Blue Paper’ on maritime policy in October. The paper is the result of a year-long consultation on the 2006 Green Paper, Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union: A European vision for the oceans and seas. The Blue Paper is expected to include actions around four key areas: maximising the economic use of the oceans and seas in a sustainable way, attributing a maritime role for Europe in the world, making the most of knowledge and innovation, and ensuring a high quality of life in coastal

regions. From 27th – 29th November, the Committee of the Regions (COR) is organising a series of events in Brussels on the Blue Paper. Further information on the ‘Blue Planet Forum’ can be found on : http://cor.europa.eu/en/activities/forums.htm
TRANSPORT

Commission Consultation on Improving Urban Mobility

The European Commission has recently published a Green Paper entitled "Towards a new culture for urban mobility". The paper argues that cities all over Europe face similar problems (congestion, road safety, security, pollution, climate change due to CO2 emissions etc.) and these problems are increasing constantly. It therefore sees a need for action at a European level, including sharing good practices across borders, promoting interoperability, financial support, simplification of existing legislation, and, in certain cases, removal or introduction of legislation. 
The Green Paper addresses 5 key aspects of urban mobility: (i) Free-flowing towns and cities; (ii) Greener towns and cities; (iii) Smarter urban transport; (iv) Accessible urban transport, and (v) Safe and secure urban transport. In addition, the Green Paper looks at means to help the creation of a new culture for urban mobility, including knowledge development and data collection, and addresses the issue of financing.

The Commission now intends to produce an Action Plan on Urban Mobility, which will set out the concrete actions that need to be taken to achieve the objectives identified in the Green Paper. For this reason, it is launching a consultation for all interested stakeholders, which will run until 15 March 2008. All contributions should be sent to the European Commission at the following e-mail address: tren-urbantransport@ec.europa.eu 

For further information please visit: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/clean/index_en.htm
New Rights for Rail Passengers

The European Parliament has agreed a new set of rights for rail passengers across Europe. As of 2009, when the Directive enters into force, all rail passengers, both on international and domestic journeys, will enjoy these rights, including company liability for passengers and their luggage and the right to take a bike on board. Rail companies will also have to ensure that people with reduced mobility are able to use their services, even at unmanned stations.  The Directive will also allow passengers to be compensated financially for international train delays, with payments of 25% of the fare for a delay of one hour, and 50% in case of delays of 2 hours or more. However, Member States will be able to exclude some services from these provisions for up to 15 years, and urban and regional services may be granted an indefinite exemption.  Further information is available on: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/062-10639-267-09-39-910-20070823IPR09782-24-09-2007-2007-true/default_en.htm
YOUTH & EDUCATION

Public Consultation on School Education

The European Commission has produced a consultation document entitled “Schools for the 21st Century”. This covers a wide range of issues relating to school-level education, including key competences, social inclusion and the role of teachers. The paper seeks to identify those areas in which joint action at an EU level can help Member States improve their education systems. The Commission has asked any interested parties to submit their comments and views by email by the 15th October. Further details are available on: 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/school21/index_en.html
LIB DEM EUROPEAN NEWS

European List Selection Process

The process for selecting the candidates for the Liberal Democrat list for the South East of England for the European Parliament elections is now well underway. The candidates are: Ben Abbotts, Jim Barnard, Catherine Bearder, Sharon Bowles, David Grace, Simon Green, Antony Hook, Murari Kaushik, Gary Lawson, Martin Lury, Ajmal Masroor, Justine McGuinness, Fiyaz Mughal, Zoe Patrick and John Vincent. Hustings are taking place throughout September and October and there is an electronic hustings on the party’s main website. Details of the hustings are available on:

http://www.flocktogether.org.uk/showOrganisation.php?Organisation=629
Voting operates via a postal ballot, with ballot papers to be returned by 7 November. The list should be in place by the end of the year. Further details, including links to the candidates’ websites, is available on:

http://www.libdems.org.uk/party/european-selections.html
Editor: Joanna Benfield, Glenridge, Carlton Rd, Kingsdown, CT14 5DE. Email: jobenfield@hotmail.com 
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