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MONEY'Y GONE
10 ICELAND

- Tim Prater and Tom McNeice Audit Commission -

® £50per

person 1in

Kent lost in
“negligent”
investment

Stop throwing our money down the drain

KCC was negligent

By Michael Wilson Economics Editor

ib Dems Tim Prater and

I Tom McNeice have accused
Kent County Council of

being arrogant and two-faced in its

response to the Audit Commission
report on Icelandic banks.

Kent had invested over £50 million
in Icelandic banks before their
collapse last year. Experts now
believe Kent will lose almost all of the
money - around £50 for every person
in Kent.

The damning Audit report names
Kent as one of seven local authorities

who were 'negligent" in their
handling of deposits in Icelandic
banks.

Tim Prater said:

“Kent County Council repeatedly
states that it has been rated as an
"Excellent" Council. I don’t see how
losing £50 million is “Excellent”.

Lib Dem campaigner Tom McNeice
is furious that tax payers’ money is
being thrown down the drain.

“Last month Price Waterhouse
Coopers made exactly the same
criticisms as the Audit Commission.
How many times do Kent have to be
told they got it wrong before they say
'‘Sorry'?"

Kent Council chiefs are exploring
whether they can overturn the
findings of the report.

It has also emerged that the Council
made an eleventh-hour bid to stop the
report being published, demanding it
be retracted because of what it
claimed were conclusions based on
"the flimsiest of evidence."

Tim Prater commented:

“I do hope that the Conservative-
run County Council are not going to
spend tax payers money on fighting
the Audit Commission in Court.

“This is yet another example of the
Conservatives wasting our money
and having more concern for their
public image than of the best interests
of the residents of Kent.”
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ou can't turm on a TV or open a
newspaper now without hearing or
reading about the recession.

Everyone is being more careful with their
money. People are worried about jobs and
homes. But it seems the Government is doing
little to help ordinary people.

Gordon Brown
is out of touch

Gordon Brown’s government is out of touch.
They simply do not understand what people are
going through. They frittered £12.5 billion on a
temporary VAT cut which has hardly been
noticed on our high streets or our pockets.

Our Conservative controlled County Council
hasn’t done much better. They ploughed money
into the launch of Kent TV, an Internet based TV
station, whilst at the same time raising charges
for the elderly by the same amount!

Appalling state of roads

Despite yet more Council Tax increases, Kent
County Council are reducing money into road
safety budgets. KCC has also admitted that at the
current rate of spending, each pavement has to
last 226 years, and each drain over 300 years
before they can be replaced.

Roads have to last indefinitely as KCC is not
spending enough to prevent the backlog growing
ever larger! We have six times as many
pavements in poor repair as Berkshire.

Wasted money

It is just not good enough, particularly when
we see how much money our Conservative
Council have wasted. These include £17m on
moving the Highways department, £6.5m on
publicity and the £50m that may be lost in
Iceland.

Time for a change?

People are fed up with a Labour Government.
They are also disappointed with a Conservative
County Council which wastes money and
ignores local residents.

Only the Lib Dems offer the real change for
local residents. They have a track record of
action when it comes to fighting waste and
standing up for local people.

I(°s (Ime for a change

Lib Dems launch 6 step plan to improve County Hall

Lib Dems, Neil Matthews, Gary
Fuller, Tim Prater and Tom

McNeice launch their “Six to Fix”
plan to improve Kent County

tojfistorfalsaterreenekent

@ Stop the waste of money - and
spend on YOUR Priorities.

® Fix the roads and pavements
- repair the potholes and broken
kerbs in your street.

® A greener Kent - better public
transport, and improving
recycling.

® Better local services - Improve
children services, better facilities
for young people and help for
those people who need it the most.
® Safer streets - Work with the
police to tackle crime and anti-
social behaviour, more
community policing.

® Safer roads - improve road
safety schemes and stop the cuts

hepway Lib Dems have

launched a six step plan
to improve Kent County
Council and the services it
delivers to local residents.

Stop the waste

Cllr Tim Prater said, “These
six steps will go a long way to
improving Shepway. Local
residents need a council which
can help residents as much as
possible during these difficult
times - that’s why stopping the
waste is our top priority”.

The Lib Dems also know how
important it is for local
councillors to stand up to the
Conservative County Council
that has been taking residents
for granted.

Tim added, “I hope local
residents will have a look at our
record. We've been fighting to
get road repairs, getting street
lights fixed and improving our
general environment.

Time for a change

Local councillor Tom
McNeice added, “The
Conservatives  have  been
running County Hall for far too
long. In every one of the last
four elections, Council tax rises
at Kent County Council fell in
the year before an election.
After the elections in 1997, 2001
and 2005, Council Tax rises
went back up again
immediately  afterwards
sometimes by a huge amount.

"No tax payer should be
surprised if Kent's cynical
Conservatives do the same
thing again next year. There is
every reason to believe that
Kent's history will repeat itself,
and the low tax rise election
bribe of this year will be paid
for by a bigger tax rise next
year. It’s really time for a
change”.

® Sharon Bowles MEP with
environment campaigner Catherine
Bearder “While the package isn’t
perfect, we should grab the best deal
we can for the good of the planet.”

Europe has taken a
lead in the global fight
against climate
change.

In December, Sussex
MEP Sharon Bowles and
fellow members of the

| European Parliament

voted through a historic
climate change and
energy package.

The ‘20-20-20’ package
will reduce EU

| greenhouse gases by

20%, increase energy
efficiency by 20%, and
increase the use of
renewable energy by
20%), all by the year 2020.

Biggest ever climate
deal

This is the most far-
reaching climate change
action ever agreed and

sets a challenge for the
rest of the world.

Although the package
was welcomed, there had
been several concessions
made from the original
proposals which muted
the celebrations.

The Lib Dems wanted
more ambitious
measures, especially in
reducing trade
allowances of
greenhouse emissions.

Setting the global
agenda

But the doors for
increased targets have
been left open. Europe
agreed to increase target
levels up to 30% if there
were a global consensus
at at an international
summit later this year.

Discussing the package
Bowles said “It is right
to grab this opportunity
for a significant advance
against climate change.

“There are so many
parts of this deal which
represent a huge
success.

“The renewables target
will bring a radical
change to how EU
energy is sourced - while
Carbon Capture and
Storage prevents the
escape of CO2 emissions
into the atmosphere.”

Lib Dem carbon
success

Lib Dem environment
spokesman Chris Davies
MEP has been
responsible for steering
the Carbon Capture

Storage Directive
through Parliament.

The technology captures
CO:2 emissions from
industry for permanent
underground burial, in
rock formations that
previously stored oil and
natural gas.

Agreements within the
‘20-20-20" package will
redirect money earned
from EU emissions
trading to fund the
development of this
important technology.

Sharon Bowles said:
“This is even more
reason to demand that,
if we are going to have
new coal-fired power
stations like
Kingsnorth, they are
carbon capture
ready.”
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IN BRIEF
Credit Crunch

Survey

ince Cable, Lib Dem Shadow
Chancellor, and Neil

launching an the centre provide hot (or motto is 'A sign of hope - a

emergency appeal to  cold) drinks, sound advice place of help' and they
help the Folkestone and practical help. This really live up to that. They
Rainbow Centre continue includes making can't solve all problems,
its work. Increasing work  appointments for housing  but they can and do give
loads and arecent drop in  needs, providing sleeping people practical help - and
income have put the centre bags and blankets, helping some real hope.

S hepway News are As well as a friendly ear, urgently need help. Their

under severe ﬁngncial to find furniture, sgpplying "But the centre desperately Matthe_ws, Parliamentary
pressure, putting its local bags of food, speaking to needs help from us to keep Campaigner for Folkestone and
work at risk. officials on behaIf . of open. With almost all of its Hythe are seekIng your views on
The Rainbow Centre offers ic’ omeone and writing income coming from Whaat ts H;Ialll b;{l s1netsl,fes lgﬂShiPW?g
a range of support for etters. donations, it's down to need to help keep them atloat in the
parents, children, the The Rainbow Centre relies local people. Without their CLLAEDIR SEEERIL,

lonely, the isolated and the mainly on donations and support, this vital service Neil said:

homeless, as well as afully receives only limited for Folkestone will simply " . .
professional counselling support from local not be able to carry on." Small businesses are the hﬂ?bIOOd
service. The Folkestone Councils or other of our economy and are crucial to

If you can help the
Rainbow Centre in its

bringing Britain through the

Rainbow Centre Drop In'is organisations. .
recession.

open Monday to Friday in

the heart of Folkestone Lib Dem Folkestone work, your support Would " ine thi i1l hel
Town CentielTheyiofern Councillor Lynne be massively appreciated. r}evsiletr}ng - fl‘lf)"eY ML DD
immediate response Beaumont said: Please complete the fqrm gfealsge tak%rjigi fe&ﬁ?ﬁiﬁgz'to
service for people who "The RfflinbOW Cent?e do Eﬁg‘ﬁj r;g;gg;gﬁ;t wie complete it. The details will be held
come in needing support, fantas‘Flc work helping so "Folkestone Rainbow in confidence and only aggregated
help or advice. many in Folkestone who Centre". results published."

__________________________________________________________________________

Yes, | will help the Folkestone
‘— Rainhow Centre Emergency Apnpeal

Name: Please return to:

Address: Cornerstones, 69 Sandgate
Road, Folkestone CT20 2AF

www.creditcrunchsurvey.org.uk

Kent Gounty TV

t is reported that the costs of Kent
TV are much higher than expected,
yet it’s hard to find someone who has

Learn mbre or donate Yt T H  watched it.

Telephone l ! . centre.org.Uk If you have watched it, Shepway Lib
il: a“ yo e WWW-IOIkeStonerambow Dems would like to know your views.

Contact details on page 4.

-

@ Clir Lynne Beaumont - “Please, if you
are able to help, complete the form
opposite. They really are a worthwhile
charity and need our help”

Postcode:
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County Council spends s
£6 million on ‘spi |

By Maddy Kirk Kent County Correspondent

he Conservative County Council spent

over £6 million on spin and publicity
in 2006/2007 and another £5.6 million in
2007/2008.

Local campaigner Tim Prater said, “Despite record
Council tax bills yet again this year, the Conservative
Council thought it was good value to spend over £12
MILLION of taxpayers money promoting themselves
over two years”.

ocal campaigner Tom
McNeice is calling for action
to repair roads and pavements
across Kent.

Folkestone Councillor Tom is
shocked at the state of roads,

Fifth highest spend in the country Neil Matthews said, Cllr Tim Prater said, Cllr Lynne Beaumont pavements and street lighting in
Kent the fifth hichest di thority wh “How about spending “How about giving local said, “How about spend- the area.
ent were the Liith highest spending authority when — the money on fixing the residents a break and ing the money on youth 1w - :
it came to publicity. With only Surrey being higher in 2 ” o om said, “What makes it worse is
the South b Y Y Y 8 e roads! freezmg Counc1l Tax? services? that Conservative controlled Kent

County Council spent £17 Million
on moving their Highways
Department. This is not money
being spent on repairing your
roads and pavements, but on their
offices and depots!

Even the Greater London Authority with a population
nearly five times the size of Kent spent just a little less
than Kent in 2006/2007.

Lib Dem Campaigner Neil Matthews said, “This sort
of spending is unacceptable. When services are being
cut and we have record Council Tax bills, this does not
represent good value for money”.

“This is just a small part of the
£43.8 Million spent by Conservative
controlled KCC on wasted projects.

“In fact Kent County Council expenditure on publicity
rose a whopping 367.4% over just 10 years, from
£1,409,000 to £6,586,000!”

“Local people deserve better!”

Printed by Harmsworth

. . . We always give P 7 Brest Road,

. Cllr Tom McNeice Ann Rimmer said, “How i m D PLE A
Neil added, “We have to ask ourselves - could we  “.o “up 0 about imbroving Cllr Gary Fuller said, | VPRI EURMEFIFE]| phymouis, e 545
better spend £12 million of our own money? The answer .o~ . . mp g If we cut down on the  [reseny s evay wee wsed i she (PR fpromoted by Tim

improving public recycling, especially waste we could improve |rephced by 2:3 more, the lfe of the Sawlss# | Shepway Lib Dems, 82a

is a resounding yes”.

fibres is extended by increasing == Sand:

transport?” garden waste?” lots of services.” recyclng races. B ey g Sereee
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e Record Heating Bills

BROWN’S LONG
OLD WINTER...

Local residents have faced a tough
winter under Gordon Brown and his
Labour Government.

After a string of costly decisions such as
getting rid of the 10p starting tax, Britain’s
economy is in a deepening recession on
Gordon Brown’s watch.

Job losses, home repossessions and
record heating bills mean many of us have
struggled this winter.

Bold Lib Dem Plan

The Liberal Democrats and their Shadow
Chancellor Vince Cable MP have been
warning Labour of the coming disaster for
years.

New bold proposals from the Lib Dems
are seen by many as the best chance to stop
Gordon Brown’s downward slide and get
our economy moving again.

The Lib Dems are proposing to:

You Believe

You are proud of our area. But you belie:

You may be a school governor, part of a resid
considered becoming one.

You believe in the best for people. You
You believe our area and country shoul

You believe in people. You are against s
database, fingerprinting our children at school

We Believe

In Shepway, the Liberal Democrats fight for and
heritage, to protecting our environment, to fightin
make a difference.

Together, we fight for:
- An economy that’s stable, green, diverse

- A society built on freedom, compassion and enterprise

ing our private data on commuter trains.

h local people

« make it more difficult for banks to take
back homes from those who miss a
mortgage payment;

- cut taxes for those on low and middle
incomes to help the economy and put more
money into the pockets of those who need it
most;

- make sure residents are paying a fair
price for energy, not just increasing the
profits of oil and natural gas companies.

Standing up for Kent

Lib Dem Tom McNeice said of the plans
“The Lib Dems are presenting a real
solution to help local people here in
Folkestone and Hythe and across the
country.”

“The Lib Dems are the party standing up
for local people.”

-@Esues that are important t

- Putting the opportunity for a better life into the hands of every woman, man and child

- An open, tolerant society

It’s about believing in people. It’s about working for and with people.

You may never have considered joining a political party. You may never have considered joining the Liberal Democrats.
But together, we can do more for our area and our country. We want your ideas, your beliefs, your commitment and talents.

We can make things change if we act together. It’s no use wishing things were different. We’ve got to make it

happen. We will not give up until we do.

Join us today. Get involved in our campaigns. A strong Lib Dem voice locally will make a difference. You can be part of that voice.

Make it happen.

iHelnithellib'Dems win for Shepway

I will j ]Oln the Lib Dems (Please make cheques payable ! o e
to the Liberal Democrats.. Minimum £10 for membership) !

d £50 10 £200 £10Q Other £ [

; Your name-
I

: Your address-

1 I will vote Lib Dem at the next election U

1
1 Postcode-
! Email-

1 The Liberal Democrats would like to use the information above to
contact you from time to time to keep you informed of campaigns

| we may think of interest to you. Please write to us if you do not wish
to be contacted in this way.

I can help in another way:

I would like to vote by post in future U
I can display a poster at election time U
I can deliver leaflets in my area O

S

i
-

them. From pres
or our local services like the Royal Victoria Hospital and our Fire Service. We

« B §
'fl Shepway Lib Dems |
working hard for you
i A T DO T T

® Lib Dem plan: Campaigner Catherine Bearder, Clir Gary
Fuller, Neil Matthews, Clir Tom McNeice, Sharon Bowles MEP
and Clir Tim Prater want to see real solutions to the problems
people are facing.

Your local team

www.shepwaylibdems.org.uk

Parliamentary Spokesperson
Neil Matthews - 01303 268 043
67 Brockhill Road, Hythe,Kent CT21 4AG
Neil@shepwaylibdems.org.uk

Follow Neil on facebook -

use the email above to find him

Cheriton
Cllr Tim Prater - 01303 210 300
Cllr Dhan Gurung - 07861 697 606
Cllr Peter Carroll - 07866 800 755

Morehall
Cllr Tom McNeice - 01303 278 791

ing our

Sandgate
Clir Season Prater - 01303 210 300
Ann Rimmer - 07767 711 975

Park
Cllr Lynne Beaumont - 07885 940 945
Clir Bev Rolfe - 01303 277 419
ClIr Maggie Sheldrake - 01303 250 941

East and Foord wards
Cllr Tom McNeice - 01303 278 791
Neil Matthews - 01303 268 043

Central, Harbour and Harvey West wards
ClIr Gary Fuller - 07770 595 850

Hythe
Neil Matthews - 01303 268 043

Romney Marsh
Val Loseby - 01797 369 457

Elham Valley
Neil Matthews - 01303 268 043

Follow Shepway Lib Dems on
Twitter - @shepwayld.
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